
Improv	Haystack	Block	
	

This	block	is	made	from	4	small	“housetop”	units,	which	are	then	joined	together.		At	this	point	the	block	can	be	
left	as	is	or,	can	be	made	larger	by	adding	a	border.	Illustrations	show	the	block	and	its	inner	components	with	
straight	 lines.	 However	more	 interest	 can	 be	 created	 if	 you	 cut	 your	 fabric	 by	 hand,	 with	 scissors	 or	 rotary	
cutter,	but	not	with	any	straight	edge.	Cutting	 this	way	will	produce	slight	waves	and	curves	and	will	 require	
some	simple	curved	piecing	techniques	which	are	shown	on	the	following	pages.	
																																																								

1.	 Begin	 with	 4	 small	 rectangle	 shapes	 of	 similar	 but	 not	
exact	sizes.	
	
2.	 Add	 fabric	 strips	 to	 the	 left	 and	 right	 sides.	 Press	 seams	
open.	
	
3.	Add	 fabric	 strips	 to	 the	 top	and	 the	bottom.	Press	 seams	
open.	
	
4.		Arrange	the	blocks	as	shown	so	that	they	alternate		

5.	 If	needed,	add	strips	of	 fabric	 to	 the	units	 to	make	
them	 more	 uniform	 in	 size,	 (they	 don’t	 have	 to	 be	
exact	if	you	are	hand-cutting	and	are	going	for	a	more	
improvised,	 off-kilter	 look.	 You	 just	want	 them	 to	be	
relatively	close.)	Press	all	seams	open.	

	
6.	 Join	 the	 top	 2	 units	with	 a	 strip	 of	 fabric.	 Repeat	
with	 the	 2	 bottom	 units.	 Then	 join	 the	 top	 and	
bottom	sections	with	another	strip	of	fabric.	Press	all	
seams	open.	
	
You	can	stop	at	this	point,	and	simply	join	this	block	
to	other	blocks	using	sashing	strips,	or	proceed	to	the	
next	step.	
	
7.	If	you	want	a	more	finished	block,	you	can	add	
boarder	strips	by	adding	a	strip	of	fabric	to	the	left	
and	right	sides,	and	then	to	the	top	and	bottom	sides.	
Press	all	seams	open.   
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Curved	Piecing	

	
When	 cutting	 by	 hand	 without	 the	 aid	 of	 a	 straight	 edge,	 you	 will	 begin	 to	 have	 edges	 that	 curve.	 To	 keep	
everything	 nice	 and	 flat	 and	 avoid	 puckering	 and	 distortion,	 you	will	want	 to	 use	 this	 simple	 curved	 piecing	
technique	when	adding	on.	
	

1.	Let’s	say	you	sewed	a	small	
patchwork	unit	together	with	
bits	of	hand–cut	scraps	and	now	
you	see	that	you	have	a	edge	that	
definitely	has	some	wonky-ness	
to	it	as	shown	in	fig.	1.			
	
2.	 Lay	 your	 joining	 piece	 of	
fabric,	 right	 side	 up,	 on	 your	
cutting	 board,	 so	 that	 the	
straight	 grain	 of	 the	 fabric	 is	
parallel	 to	 the	 grid	 marks	 on	
your	 cutting	 board.	 Next,	 place	
the	curved	edge	that	you	wish	to	
join	on	 top	of	your	 joining	piece	
as	 shown	 in	 fig.	 2,	 right	 side	 up	
as	well.	 Using	 a	marking	 pen	 or	
pencil,	 make	 a	 small	 horizontal	
mark	 on	 the	 joining	 fabric	
directly	 at	 the	 top	 corner	 of	 the	
unit	piece	you	are	joining.		

	
Now,	 carefully	 trace	 a	 line	 down	 on	 the	 joining	 fabric								
following	the	curved	edge	that	you	wish	to	join.	

	
	
	
	
	
	
3.	 Remove	 the	 curved	 unit	 piece	 from	 the	 joining	 fabric,	
and	 cut	 along	 the	marked	 line.	 Discard	 the	 bit	 of	 excess	
fabric	 that	 you	 just	 removed	 from	 the	 joining	 fabric.	You	
now	have	two	pieces,	the	original	curved	unit	and	the	now	
curved	 joining	 piece	 of	 fabric,	 which	 will	 match	 when	
butted	up	together.	
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4.	Lay	the	joining	piece	of	fabric	right	side	down	on	top	of	your	unit,	
matching	the	edge	of	the	horizontal	marked	line	you	made	on	the	joining	
fabric,	to	that	top	corner	edge	of	your	patchwork	unit.	
	
Carefully	and	slowly	sew	the	2	pieces	together,	slightly	moving	the	top	
piece	back	and	forth,	so	that	its	edge	aligns	with	the	bottom	piece’s	edge	
as	you	take	each	stitch.	
	
5.	Press	open	the	two	joined	sections,	pressing	seams	open.	Cut	off	the	
excess	fabric	as	shown	in	fig.	5.			
	
6.	All	done!		
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Continue	adding	and	joining	in	this	manner	whenever	you	
have	edges	that	are	becoming	obviously	curved	and	off	
kilter.	Doing	this	enables	the	progression	of	the	project	to	
stay	flat	while	letting	the	uniqueness	of	the	hand-cut	lines	
and	resulting	shapes	to	shine!		
	
	
	

	
	
Note:	This	improve	block	pattern	is	an	original	design	of	which	I	am	happy	to	share	with	you.	You	are	free	to	use	
it,	and	to	show	your	stitched	results	and	creations	using	this	block	via	social	media,	or	in	shows,	as	well	as	in	
works	for	sale.	However,	I	do	respectfully	request	that	I	am	credited	as	the	designer	of	the	block.	This	block	
pattern	and	directions	are	for	your	personal	use	and	reference	only.	They	are	not	to	be	copied	or	redistributed.	
Thank	you	and	happy	sewing!	~	Victoria	Gertenbach	
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